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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege 
is claimed are defined as follows: 

1. In an arrangement comprising a plurality of agents connected ifo a 
network, said plurality of agents including at least one server, at least on^)uyer 
agent and at least one seller agent, a method for calculating commoditiesy^change 
price data, comprising: 

receiving at least one request for quote from said buyer agejlf wherein said 
request for quote includes a product specification data set; 

transmitting the product specification data set to at lea^^lie seller agent; 

receiving a price data set from said seller agent, w^rein information in said 
price data set is responsive to the product specification d^a set; and 

normalizing said price data set, thereby creating a normalized price data 

value. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further^eomprising, exposing the normalized 
price data set to said buyer agent. 




3. The method of Claim 1, /further comprising, providing a browsable 



T 

display describing at least one commodities exchange service and features for 
allowing a buyer agent to provide a request for quote. 



4. The method of^laim 1, wherein the product specification data set 
includes a delivery date set ^at/a future time. 

5. The method"^ Claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a buy notice from said buyer agent; and 
transmittinga^urchase order to at least one said seller agent. 

6. The'TQethod of Claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving^C plurality of product specification data sets from at least two buyer 
agents; and ^ ^ 

con^ming said plurality of product specification data sets, thereby creating 
one request for quote. 
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7. The method of Claim 1, wherein said product specification data 
includes information related to a buyer, a grade, a quantity, a tally, a methpu of 
shipment, and a ship date. 

8. The method of Claim 1, wherein the product specificatic^ti data set 
comprises a plurality of quantity values for a number of like commodity^tems having 
different size parameters, a description of at least one conmiodity item, and a 
description of a delivery method. 

9. The method of Claim 1, wherein said price data set includes 
information to identify a seller, a quote price, shipment, and payment terms. 




10. The method of Claim 8, wherein said price data set further includes an 
adjusted price, an adjusted quantity. 

11. The method of Claim 1, further/comprising, receiving an additional 
price data set from the seller agent, whereinj:he additional price data is a result from 
a renegotiated price. 

12. The method of Clairn^l, further comprising, storing the normalized 
price data set in a database communicatively connected to the server. 

/ 

13. The method of^^Claim 1, wherein the normalizing step comprises, 
applying a metric transform^^to said price data set to create a normalized price data 
value. 

14. The method of Claim 1, wherein product specification data set 
comprises a pluralit^^f quantity values for a number of similar commodity items 
having different size parameters, wherein the normalizing step comprises: 

calculating a size total value based a summation of said commodity size 
parameters; 

retrieving a price total from one of said price data sets; 

re^eving a metric price data set, wherein said metric price data set comprises 
a comparable price per unit of one of said commodity items; 

'Ciultiplying said price per unit by said calculated size total value, thereby 
creating an adjusted market price total; and 
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comparing said adjusted market price total by said price total, the 
creating a normalized price data set. 

15. The method of Claim 13, wherein comparing said adjusted/market 
price total by said price total, includes determining a ratio by dividing said^rice total 
by said adjusted market price total, thereby creating the normalized price jdata value. 

16. The method of Claim 1, wherein product specifldation data set 
comprises a plurality of quantity values for a number of commodity items having 




diffe.„. s.ze p_ and .ype pa_. wherein ./normalizing s,ep 

comprises: 

for each type of commodity item, calculating a ^ize total value based a 
summation of said commodity size parameters; 

for each type of commodity item, retrieving a^price total from one of said 
price data sets; / 

summing said price total from each type of commodity item, thereby creating 
a total type price; / 

for each type of commodity item, retrieving a metric price data set, wherein 
said market price data set comprises a c^parable price per unit of one of said 
commodity items; ^ 

for each type of commodity item, multiplying said price per unit by said size 
total value, thereby creating an ma^^t price total for each type of conmnodity item; 

calculating a summed m^ket price total from the sunmiation of said market 
price total of each type of commodity item; and 

comparing said summed market price total by said total type price, thereby 
creating the normalized priCe data value. 



17. The method of Claim 15, wherein comparing said summed market 
price total by said tcJ^l type price, includes determining a ratio by dividing said total 
type price by said^ummed market price total, thereby creating the normalized price 
data value. / 

18^ In an arrangement comprising a plurality of computers connected to a 
networly^aid pluraHty of computers including at least one server, at least one buyer 
client^omputer, and a plurality of seller client computers, a method for providing 
ccgimnodities exchange services, comprising: 
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providing a browsable display describing at least one commodities exchange 
service and features for allowing a buyer associated with said buyer client corpputer 
to provide a request for quote; 

receiving at least one request for quote from said buyer client Computer, 
wherein said request for quote includes a product specification data set; 

transmitting said product specification data set to at least one of said plurality 
of seller client computers; 

receiving a plurality of price data sets from said plurality of seller client 
computers, wherein said plurality of price data sets are responsive to said product 
specification data set; / 

normalizing said plurality of price data sets, therel^y creating a normalized 
price data value; and / 

transmitting said normalized price data set fc^ depiction on said buyer client 
computer. 

19. The method of Claim 17, furtherjcomprising: 
receiving a buy notice from said buycF'client computer; and 
transmitting a purchase order to on^of said seller computers of said plurality 
of seller client computers. 




20. The method of ClainylT, further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of product specification data sets from said plurality of 
buyer client computers; and \^ 

combining said plurality of product specification data sets, thereby creating 
one request for quote. ^ 

21. The method of Claim 17, wherein said product specification data set 
includes information related to a buyer, said request for quote grade, quantity, tally, a 
method of shipment,>s%nd a ship date. 

22. The method of Claim 17, wherein the product specification data set 
comprises a pdurality of quantity values for a number of like commodity items having 
different size parameters, a description of at least one commodity item, and a 
description/of a delivery method. 



y23. The method of Claim 17, wherein said price data set includes 
information to identify a seller, a quote price, shipment, and payment terms. 
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24. The method of Claim 22, wherein said price data set further includes 
an adjusted price, and an adjusted quantity. 

25. The method of Claim 17, further comprising, receiving an additional 
price data set from the seller client computer, wherein the additional^Jrice data is a 
result from a renegotiated price. 

26. The method of Claim 17, further comprising, storing the normalized 
price data set in a database conmiunicatively connected to the^rver. 



27. The method of Claim 17, wherein the .normalizing step comprises, 
applying a metric transform to said price data set tq^reate a normalized price data 
value. 

28. The method of Claim 17, wherein product specification data set 
comprises a plurality of quantity values fOT^C number of similar commodity items 
having different size parameters, wherein the normalizing step comprises: 

calculating a size total value ^ased a sunmiation of said commodity size 
parameters; 

retrieving a price total froni;Sne of said price data sets; 

retrieving a metric price^ata set, wherein said metric price data set comprises 
a comparable price per unit of. one of said commodity items; 

multiplying said piipe per unit by said calculated size total value, thereby 
creating an adjusted market price total; and 

comparing said^djusted market price total by said price total, thereby 
creating a normalizedi^^rice data set. 

29. The'^ethod of Claim 28, wherein comparing said adjusted market 
price total by sd'^ price total, includes determining a ratio by dividing said price total 
by said adjusted market price total, thereby creating the normalized price data value. 




30y The method of Claim 17, wherein product specification data set 
comprises a plurality of quantity values for a number of commodity items having 
differMt size parameters and type parameters, wherein the normalizing step 
comprises: 

for each type of conrmiodity item, calculating a size total value based a 
immation of said conmiodity size parameters; 
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for each type of commodity item, retrieving a price total from one/bf said 
price data sets; 

summing said price total from each type of commodity item, thereby creating 
a total type price; 

for each type of commodity item, retrieving a metric price i^ata set, wherein 
said market price data set comprises a comparable price per unit of one of said 
commodity items; 

for each type of commodity item, multiplying said price per unit by said size 
total value, thereby creating an market price total for each type of commodity item; 

calculating a summed market price total from the^ummation of said market 
price total of each type of commodity item; and 

comparing said summed market price total t)y'said total type price, thereby 
creating the normalized price data value. 

31. The method of Claim 30, wh^em comparing said summed market 
price total by said total type price, includes determining a ratio by dividing said total 
type price by said summed market price toit^, thereby creating the normalized price 
data value. 

32. A computer-readabjp^ medium having computer-executable 
instructions for providing commodities exchange services, which, when executed, 
comprise: 

providing a display desc^bing at least one commodities exchange service on 
a computing device and features for allowing at least one buyer client computer to 
provide a request for quote; > 

receiving at leas^^ne request for quote from said buyer client computer, 

wherein the request for Quote includes a product specification data set; 

// 

transmitting the product specification data set to a plurality of seller client 
computers; ^ 

receiving^a plurality of price data sets from said plurality of seller client 
computers, wh^ein said plurality of price data sets are responsive to the product 

specification data set; 

/ 

normalizing said plurality of price data sets, thereby creating the normalized 
price dat^^value; and 

^ansmitting the normalized price data set for depiction on said buyer client 
computer. 
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33. The computer-readable medium of Claim 32, further compming the 
computer-executable instructions of: 

receiving a buy notice from said buyer client computer; and, 
transmitting a purchase order to one or more of said sejlCT computers of said 
plurality of seller client computers. 

34. The computer-readable medium of Olaim 32, further comprising 
computer-executable instructions of: X 

receiving a plurality of product specification data sets from a plurality of 
buyer client computers; and y/^ 

combining said plurality of product specification data sets, thereby creating 
one request for quote. 

35. The computer-re'adable medium of Claim 32, further comprising 
computer-executable instruction of, receiving an additional price data set from the 
seller client computerj^^'^herein the additional price data is a result from a 
renegotiated price. 

/ 

36. computer-readable medium of Claim 32, further comprising 
computer-executable instruction of, storing the normalized price data set in a 
database^e^mmunicatively connected to the server. 



/ 
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